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the Russo-Japanese War and illustrations of the hotchkiss and
pom-pom in South Africa, there was very little upon which the
instructors could draw.

But I was immensely impressed by the fire-power of these
weapons, and infected with the enthusiasms of that small body
of pioneers, George Lindsay, Sommerville, and Leyland, whose
foresight in the teeth of the greatest opposition subsequently led
to the formation of the Machine-Gun Corps, a battalion of which
I afterwards commanded. I wrote copious notes on machine-
gun organization, Without a thought as to a world war,
I was immensely impressed with the fire-power and accuracy
of machine-guns, as well as with their invulnerability as hostile
targets compared with lines of individual infantry men, the success
of whose fire could only be secured by individual leadership and
control.

At the end of the course, in which I received one of the rare
First Certificates, the wanderlust again seized me. My military
service had detached me from my enthusiasms in South London,
and I decided again to seek some other fortune and fate on the
outskirts of the Empire.

I found myself, therefore, as a recruit for the British South
Africa Police, but in offering my services refrained from informing
the Chartered Company that I held a commission in the Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders.

I was immediately accepted; and in October, on board a
Union Castle liner, sailed back again to South Africa,